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Studying eoa’ars

HT Correspondent

dehradunlive@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: In a project to iden-
tify genetically diverse forests
of the country to categorise
them according to their health,
600 samples have been col-
lected from 1200 selected
trees of Uttarakhand. The
purpose of the project by the
Forest Research Institute’s
(FRI) division of genetics and
tree propagation is to collect
database for comparative
study of forests.

The work will first focus on
deodar trees from
Uttarakhand, Himanchal
Pradesh and J&K and would
expand accordingly.

The collected samples of
deodar trees will undergo
research for identilying their
mortality and its causes.

1t would also find out genet-
ically healthy trees and their
formation so that other low
class species could be cured

According to head of the
geneties division, FRI, Dr HS
Ginwal, “These samples were
also collected for genetic fin-
gerprints identification of deo-
dar’s diversity and to identify
its genetically healthy species
in northwest Himalayas.”

“The project is to know
about the formation of the
forests genetically and the
impacts of anthropogenic or
human-related activities and
climate change on their health.
The project would include var-
ious tree species found in India
but right now the focus is on
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THE WORK WILL FIRST
FOCUS ON DEODAR
TREES FROM
UTTARAKHAND,
HIMANCHAL PRADESH
AND J&K AND WOULD

EXPAND ACCORDINGLY
TS

deodar,” he added.

Gene pool is vital in terms
of identifying the possibility
of a forest’s survival and the
more diverse gene pool would
help in giving longer life to
the forest, he explained.

The database would be
made after conducting com-
parison between the collect-
ed data from various loca-
tions and processing it to
identify the species, place of
evolution and genetic immu-
nity, all of which ultimately
help in managing the diver-
sity of a forest.






