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Effective network needed to
curb forest fires, says expert

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEHRADUN, AUGUST 30
Dr R Chidambaran, princi-
pal scientific adviser to the
Union government, has
stressed on the importance
of effective communication
network to curb forest fires.

There has been a steep
rise in the number of for-
est fire incidents during
summers in the recent
years. He was presiding
over a brainstorming
meeling on strategies to
control forest fires at the
Forest Research Institute
(FRI) here today.

He suggested setting up
of an information grid for
sharing information and

developing database for

ensuring effective com-
munication network to
curb forest fires.

. He said the scientific,

civil, administration and
other departments were
doing a lot for the preven-
tion and control of forest
fires, but more synergy
was required for higher
degree of success.

Set up info grid

Dr R Chidambaran, princi-
pal scientific adviser to
the Union government,
suggested setting up of
an information grid for
sharing information and
developing a database for
ensuring effective com-
munication to curb forest
fires. There has been a
steep rise in the number
of forest fire incidents
during summers in the
recent years, he added.

He, however, lauded the
actions taken by the FRI,
Uttarakhand Forest
Department and civil soci-
ety for the prevention, con-
trol and mitigation for for-
est fires in Uttarakhand.

Earlier, Dr Shashi Kumar,
DG, Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Edu-
cation said more than six
per cent of forests were
prone and vulnerable to
fire. He said the forest fire
data was very important in
the sphere of fire manage-
ment, besides strengthen-
ing of technologies.

Forest Research Insti-
tute’s director Dr Savita
informed the participants
about the theme of the
brainstorming meeting
and highlighted the fac-
tors responsible for forest
fires. She emphasised on
the importance of synergy
between various agencies
working in the field. Dr
Savita stressed on the
need for having a strong
database on the various
aspects of forest fires. She
informed the participants
about the proposed centre
for forest fire research and
knowledge management
at the FRI with the sup-
port of the National Disas-
ter Management Authori-
ty (NDMA), New Delhi.

Uttarakhand  Principal
Chief  Conservator  of
Forests Dr Jairaj, Indian
Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Institute director Dr
PK Mishra, Wadia Institute
of Himalayan Geology
director Dr Anil K Gupta
and environmentalist Dr
Anil Joshi were present at
the meeting.
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The Forest Research Insti-
tute (FRI), in collaboration
with the Office of Princi-
pal Scientific Advisor
~ (PSA) to the Government of
' India (Gol) organized a day
long brainstorming meet-

ing to deliberate upon the’

strategies to control forest
fire by adopting an inclu-
sive and integral step at
FRI, here today.

The meeting was headed
by Dr R Chidambaran, PSA
to the Gol. The other digni-
taries present during the
meeting included Dr Swati
Basu, Scientific Secretary,
office of PSA, Gol; Dr.
Shashi Kumar, Director
General, Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Edu-
cation (ICFRE), Dehradun,
Dr Savita, Director, FRI; Dr
Jairaj, PCCF, Uttarakhand
Forest Department (UKFD),
Dr Sinthil Kumar, Director,
Indian Institute of Remote
Sensing (1IRS), Dehradun;
Dr PK Mishra, Director, In-
dian Soil and Water Conser-

vation Institute, Dehradun,
Dr.- Anil Joshi, HESCO,
Dehradun, DrAnil K Gupta,
Director, Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology
(WIHG) and Dr PK Mathur,
Ex-Dean, Wildlife Institute
of India (WII), Dehradun.
The meeting was also at-
tended by officers and sci-
entists representing differ-
ent research divisions of
FRI and other national and
state level Science and
Technology (S&T) insti-
tutes including, IIRS, FSI,
WIHG Uttarakhand Space
Application Center
(USAC), Uttarakhand
Council of Biotechnology
(UCB), representatives of
civil society and prominent
NGOs such as HESCO.
The meeting started with
a welcome address of Dr
Neelu Gera, Head, Silvicul-
ture Division, FRI. Afterin-
troduction, Dr Swati Basu,
Scientific Secretary, pre-

sented the outline of the |

issues related to control of
forest fire by adopting in-
clusive and integral step. Dr
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Brainstorming meeting on strategies to control forest fire held at FRI
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Basu while highlighting the
importance of collaboration
between all stakeholders,
emphasized that a three
pronged approach is re-
quired to be followed with
pamcnpatlon of science,
community and govern-
ment, i.e., understanding
predication, mitigation, and
awareness and develop-
ment of human resources.

Dr Shashi Kumar, DG,
ICFRE stated that more than
6% of forests are prone-and
vulnerable to forest fire. He
also emphasized that there
is dearth of data on forest
fire, which is very important

in fire management. Be- *

sides, technologies also
need to be strengthened. He
further emphasized that for-
est fire is a menace to soci-

ety and ecosystems and
hence needs to be curbed.

Dr R Chidambaram, PSA,
Gol, in his inaugural speech
stated the importance of
effective communication
network. He suggested that
an information grid can be
developed by FRI to share
information and develop
database. He lauded the
actions taken by FRI,
UKFD and civil society in
prevention, control and
mitigation of forest fire.

Dr Savita, apprised the
participants about the
theme of the brainstorming
meeting and highlighted
the factors responsible for
forest fires. She emphasized

.on the importance of syn-

ergy between various agen-
cies working in the field.

Dr Savita, accentuated
the need for having a
strong database on the vari-
ous aspects of forest fire.
She also informed the par-
ticipants about the pro-
posed center for forest fire
research and knowledge
management at FRI with the

support of National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA), New Delhi.
During the various tech-
nical sessions of the meet-
ing presentations were
made by representatives of
different S&T institutions
and UKFD. The represen-
tatives in their presenta-
tions highlighted the vari-
ous actions, activities and
steps taken by their respec-
tive organizations for con-
trol and management of for-
est fires in Uttarakhand and
other states of the country.
The meeting ended with
the closing remarks of DrR
Chidambaram, stating that
all organizations, viz., sci-
entific, civil, administration
and others are doing a lot
of work in prevention and
control of forest fire but
more synergy is required for
higher degree of success.
He promised all kinds of
supports in such endea-
vours. He also emphasized
on having a very well coor-
dinated action plan for miti-
gation of forest fires.
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DEHRADUN, 30 Aug: The
Forest Research Institute (FRI) in
collaboration with the Office of
Principal Scientific Advisor (PSA)
to the Government of India (Gol)
organised a - day long
brainstorming meeting to deliberate
upon the strategies to control forest
fires by adopting inclusive and
integral steps, here, today.

The meeting was headed by
DrR Chidambaran, PSA to the Gol.
The other dignitaries present
during the meeting included Dr
Swati Basu, Scientific Secretary, O/
o PSA, Gol, Dr Shashi Kumar,
Director General, Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Education
(ICFRE), Dr Savita, Director, FRI,
DrJairaj, PCCE, Uttarakhand Forest
Department (UKFD), Dr Sinthila
Kumar, Director, Indian Institute of
Remote Sensing (IIRS), Dehradun,
Dr PK Mishra, Director, Indian Soil
and Water Conservation Institute,
Dr Anil Joshi, HESCO, Dr Anil K
Gupta, Director, Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology. (WIHG) and
Dr PK Mathur, ex-Dean, Wildlife

Institute of India (WII).

The meeting was also
attended by officers and scientists
representing various research
divisions of FRI and other national
and state level Science and
Technology (S&T) institutes,
including IIRS, FSI, WIHG,

Uttarakhand Space Application
Centre (USAC), Uttarakhand
Council of Biotechnology (UCB),
representatives of civil society and
prominent NGOs such as HESCO.

The meeting began with a
welcome address of Dr Neelu Gera,
Head, Silviculture Division, FRI. Dr

Swati Basu, Scientific Secretary,

presented the outline of the issues
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related to control of forest fire by
adopting inclusive and integral
steps. While highlighting the

importance of collaboration

between all stakeholders, Dr Basu
emphasised that a three pronged
approach was required to be
followed with participation of

science, community and
Government, i.e., understanding
predication, mitigation, awareness
and development of human
resources.

Dr Shashi Kumar, DG, ICFRE
stated that more than 6% of forests
were prone and vulnerable to forest

. fire. He also emphasised that there -

was dearth of data on forest fire,

which was very important in fire
management. Besides,
technologies also needed to be
strengthened.

Dr R Chidambaram in his
inaugural speech stated the
importance of an effective
communication network. He

suggested that an information grid
be developed by FRI to share
information and develop a
database. He lauded the actions
taken by FRI, UKFD, and civil
society in prevention, control and
mitigation of forest fire.

Dr Savita apprised the

_participants about the theme of the

brainstorming meeting and

highlighted the factors responsible
for forest fires. She emphasised the
importance of synergy between
various agencies working in the
field. She accentuated the need for
having a strong database on the
various aspects of forest fire. She
also informed the participants about
the proposed centre for forest fire
research and knowledge
management at FRI with the
support of National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA),
New Delhi.

During the various technical
sessions of the meeting,
presentations were made by
representatives of different S&T
institutions and UKFD. The
representatives in their
presentations highlighted the
various actions, activities and steps
taken by their respective
organisations for control and
management of forest fires in
Uttarakhand and other states of the
country. ’ 7
The meeting ended with the
closing;- remarks, .of s Dr.' R
Chidambaram.






