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Indian Council of Forestry Research and Educallon DG VK Bahuguna and other officials at an exhlbmon held by Archaeological Survey of India in Dehradun on Monday
F Mangesh Kumar | Pionegr
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protection of monuments

Students at the photo exhibition at the science branch of the Archaeological Survey of India in
Dehradun on Monday. Tribune photo: Vinod Pundir

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEeHRADUN, DECEMBER 3

Dr VK Bahuguna, Director

General (DG), Indian

Council of Forestry an

Research Education,
ICFRE, today said the
Archaeology Survey of
 India (ASI) and the ICFRE
could work together in the
protection of monuments.

“The cooperation between
foresters and archaeologists
have reaped rich dividends in
the preservation and conser-
vation of the Angkor Vat
temples that are on the world
heritage site listing. In
Angkor Vat (Cambodia) and
in Tripura (India), we have
worked together for the
preservation of sites that
attract a large number of peo-
ple. You are contributing
without creating any fuss.
We are with you and will
extend all kind of support to
you in the preservation and
conservation of monuments
and sites,” said Dr VK
Bahuguna, while delivering
the inaugural address at the ™
national workshop on “Con-
cepts of scientific conserva-
tion in archaeology,” at the
ASI (science branch) to mark
the 150th anniversary.

He also stressed the need
for allocation of higher
budget for conservation
activities undertaken by the
foresters and the archaeolo-
gists, “It is a daunting task to

convince the planners in

New Delhi to allocate a size- |
able budget for activities of |
departments that may have :
less weightage than the |
department of rural devel- |
opment or defence,” he said. !

While delivering the guest !
lecture, the former joint :
director of Archaeology
Survey of India (New
Delhi) Dr RK Sharma also
stressed on breaking fresh :
grounds in the conserva- :
tion and preservation of !

monuments and sites.

“We should lock back only :
to improve upon and bring !
changes. Those old materials :
that may have been used ear- :

lier may not be relevant today.
The preservation of a partic-

ular object or monument is |
never final, itis everevolving

and changing,” he said.

Prof IK Bhatnagar, former
Dean of Academic Affairs,
National Museum of Insti-
tute (NMI), New Delhi, also
delved on the importance of
conservation and use of
modern techniques in preser-
vation of monuments.

In his welcome address,

KS Rana, Director (Sci- :
ence branch), traced the :
history of the ASI (Science :
branch) and the work car- :

ried out by the scientists.

Later, the chief guest Dr VK ¢
Bahuguna inaugurated a
photo exhibition on “Scien- !
tific Conservation of Her- :

itage Monuments”.

Tribune, Chandigarh
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