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FIK sought
over razing of
college wall

PNS® DEHRADUN

he Forest Research Institute

(FRI) administration has
submitted an application to
the Dehradun SSP for regis-
tering an FIR against the
department -responsible for
demolishing the boundary wall
of the Forest Rangers’ College
for road widening.

FRI director SS Negi said
that as the land of the Rangers
College is under the purview
of the Central Government,
the district administration’s
action to demolish its bound-
ary wall and acquire its area
amounts to encroachment.

It will be recalled that the
PWD demolished the bound-
ary wall of Rangers College on
Saturday night under heavy
police escort. The college
campus includes a historical
building and many mature
trees of different species in the
heart of town.

On Monday, a delegation
of Citizens For Green Doon
(CFGD) members called upon
the FRI director to inquire
into the circumstances in
which the wall of Rangers
College was demolished by the
local administration.

Negi informed the delega-
tion that a notice was left in the
FRI control room on the night
of February 3 stating that the
Ranger’s College property was
Nazul land and was being
acquired for road widening and
a period of 48 hours was given
to the institution to prove its
claim on the land, though there
was no mention of demolition.

Asthe Central Government
owns the Ranger’s College land
the District Adminis}:ration]}_x;s
noright to acquire it, he said. The
d.imr::%: said that FRI would hold
the PWD executive engineer
responsible if anything hap-
pened to the trees which have
been left in the open. Negi
informed that the Dehradun
Divisional Forest Officer had
been informed in writing that
this action was illegal and no per-
mission should be given for
felling of the said trees.

Nitin Pandey of CFGD
expressed surprise at the stance
taken by local administration in
communicating with a 200 year
old institution and the fact that
demolition work was carried out
late at night. He stated that the
group will approach the
Environment and Forest min-
ister Jairam Ramesh and seek
his direct intervention. The
recent demolition drives under-
taken by the authorities showed
that they had scant regard for
the city; he added. Y





