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Scientists of the local Forest
Research Institute (FRI) have
recently sprayed a micro-nutri-
ent solution on the Bodhi tree
at Bodh Gaya, thus relieving
the tree of ever-growing stress.
One of the members of a team
of scientists from the FRI Sub-

hash Namiyal, a scientist and
Head of Botany Division, dis-

-closed that the Bodhi tree had

shown stress symptoms,. A big
temple structure at the back-
drop of the tree emanating
much heat was putting the tree
under stress. He said the
micronutrients that prominently
included zinc, copper, cobalt,
boron and other metals were
sprayed on the tree. After the

' spray, signs of de-stressing

were quite visible with the
leaves that earlier had a shade
of paleness turning into green.
Nautiyal said such micronutri-
ent spray enhanced metabolic
activities in a tree.

Earlier, the institute in 2007
had signed a memorandum of
understanding with the Bodh
Gaya Temple Management
Committee for the upkeep of the

tree. Since then the scientists
from the FRI had been monitor-
ing the health of the Bodhi tree
regularly and giving suggestions
to the committee about its
upkeep from time to time.
Initially in 2007, off-season fall
of leaves was a big problem with
the tree. It was due to rising cop-
per toxicity in the tree, but the dis-
ease was cured after the interven-
tion of the scientists from the FRI.

FRI scientists give new lease of life to Bodhi tree

On the suggestion of the FRI,
the committee, some years back,
also made the arrangements for
burning incense sticks at a sepa-
rate place and got the grills fixed
around the tree removed.

The Bodhi tree in Gaya is con-
sidered sacred worldwide as the
tree has grown from the original
tree under which Lord Buddha is
believed to have attained enlight-
enment about 2,500 years ago.





