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dditional Director General

of Forests (Forest
Conservation) AK Bansal has
taken over the additional
charge of the Director General
of the Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE).

According to an office order
issued on January 13 by BMS
Rathore, the Joint Secretary of
Ministry of Environment and
Forests, Bansal has replaced
GS Rawat, who was holding
charge of ICFRE DG, since
August 12, 2009. Bansal
is expected to hold a review
meeting on January 19.

er’ assuming charge as

the ICFRE DG, Bansal said the
previous year has been a
demanding and exciting peri-
od with a number of new
developments unfolding. The
Council has been activel
involved in the deliberations of
the climate change, as an
observer of the United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Tt also participated in meet-
ings of Conference of the
Parties (COP) and subsidiary
bodies in Nairobi and Bali. The
Council also established a plat-
form for networking with part-
ners on forest invasive species.
Technologies and protocols
developed in fields of silvicul-
ture, agroforesty, biotechnolo-
gy, tree improvement, wood
technology, forest products and
environmental management
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‘THE PREVIOUS YEAR
HAS BEEN A DEMANDING
AND EXCITING PERIOD
WITH A NUMBER OF
NEW DEVELOPMENTS
UNFOLDING’
RS L TR

practices by the Council were
extended to user agencies
through short and long term
courses, workshops, trainings,
and awareness programmes.
Some specific consultan-
cies include evaluation of pro-
jects funded by National
Medicinal Plants Board, envi-
ronment impact assessment
and formulation of manage-
ment plan for hydropower pro-
jects of National Hydroelectric
Power Corporation (NHPC)
and socioeconomic survey and
formulation of resettlement
and rehabilitation plan for
National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC).
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