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NEW DELHI, DHNS: Rampant |
itlegal iron ore mining in Chi |
trudurgaand Tumkur districts
has caused severe damage to
agricultureand horticultureac-
tvites, a5 well s spreading of
‘mining related diseases amang
the people of the region, &
study has found

The micro-level environ-
mental impact assessment
sudy conductedintherwodis:
ricts by the Indian ouncl of
Forestry Researchand Ediica:
sion (ICFRE) also expressed
concern over large-scale dam- '
ages duie to viclations of envi-
ronmental noms

It recommended financial
compensation from mine own
ers for the damage caused to
the environmentandsiringent
acrion against the guilty com-
panies. !

‘The studywas conducted o1
he direction of the Supreme
Court hearing cases of llegal
mining in Karnataka, The |
ICFRE, an autonomous bods |
under theMinistryof Environ- |
ment and Forests, has already |
submitted its environmental
studyreporton Bellary district.

“There has beenadeclinein
productivity of azricultural
cropsupto 40 per cent in both
Turnkur aod Chitradurga dis
ticis when mining areas are
compared withthe nonoining
arcas? the reportsays.

The study report, a copy of
which is available with Deccan
‘Heruld, says unbridled mining
Lesresuliedinlossofaround
sqkan of forcstin both the dis-
et
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has teen
16 reco
hasedon
impect of mining i the
wicls, the ICFHE Director-
General VK. Hahuguna tld
Presspersens on Saturday

The centre, which was sl
up fast October, will uswoss
ore dumgs, denuded  nill
slopes and Vegetution und
prepare a mogel for “sustai-

ehlcmining".

up In Bangulaze
v mend un action plas
BANGALORE: A ‘mode! plan fur
ining in thres iron-rich ci-
tricts -~ Befis:
and Tumkur —
chalked out by the &
Council of Foresuy Kesearch
and Education (ICFRE} and
will be subsmited to the Su-
preme Courtbe January 20,
An ‘advanced Cemtre for
Mines and Fco-Resturation’

‘If Stockholm can, why not u

o

Staff Keporter
BANGALORE: I the ¢ty of
Stockholm can be bisit
over an active underyround mining of
underground mine.why  magnotite are Misers
can'tthe forsstsof the  proter over ground mining
Westecn Ghats thrive with  because it is hugely

mining activity beneasht,  profitable, whiie

JCFHE Director-General | underground minisigisa |
VA Buhugunasaid. e costly proposition, he takd
Was TespODENRLO N QUEry  prossporaoms

about ICPHE S suggestion
that a feusibility study be
comunissioned in the

& ;o
THe wmpy (€ _*-N,’z-n)

aryv *

January 20

T4¢ ICFRE Tead,
vection of the Sy
urried vut an envi-
impact  assesy-
mens of miningin these three
<hatricts. Tn its recon: mesn
Gons. JCTRF. had refurred to
“sustamable” or “soientific”
Mining us an option 'n these
districts, Al cehabiltaticn
actvity will have tu be man-
ed clasely. Mr. Bahuguna
One uf the key elements
cf the plan weuld be tu “train’
mine ownefs on suentfic
mining and un restuation, A
Leam of five scientists and an
1FS oificer age aiready at the
new centre. which will oper-

ate from the Instilute of
Wood  Scienee  and
Techuology.

Karnataka ranks u modest
seventh in the mumber of
Joint Yorest Mamgement
committees cunstitated, said
Mr, Buhoguna, Stownd 21 per
cent of the Stale's forosts are
covered smdee JEMs and 2.7
Jakh families have heen -
volved init, he uided
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Dr VK Bahuguoa, Direc-
tor Géneral, Indian Coum-
cil of Forestry, Research
mmhumnﬂ&mu
will be submitting

ary 26,
Addressing media pur-
sous o Satarday, Dr Ba-
Imguna said. “Based.on.
tie scientific facts of

c:w ﬁnuu has

shopes,

“In addition, we hay
also made @ study yﬁm
snstainabl
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{F YOU wantto become a mining baron, here's
Your chance. The unicn government has set up
the Atvanced Centre for Mioing; Rehabiitation at
the city-based tostitute of Wood Science and
Technology in Malleswarain. The centre will train
mining aspirants to carry out sustainable mining
and reclaim the degraded area back into the for-
est patch. The centre will lso present a modet
plan to rebuid the forest land destroyed by min-
inggiants in Belary, Tomkur and Chitradurga.
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TIMES NERS

ETWORK

Bangalore: A model mine re
habilitation and reciamation
plan based on mines in Bel-
lary,  Chitradurgs and
Tumkur districts, will be sub.
mitted to the Supreme Court
and Karnataka government
says VK Bahuguna. director-
general, Indian Council of
Foresiry Reseaveh and Edu-
cation (ICFRE), Dehradun,
“We have done an envi

ronment impact assessment
(ETA) stady on this issue. An
exghrmember team, inchuding
expexts, foresters and wildlife
scientists conducted a field
study We will submir the re-
port to the Supreme Courton
January 20. and also to the
Karnataka government,” ho
told reporters in Bangaiore on
Saturday, Bahuguna added

S'IATE L] ﬂu POSITION
Dweiling on Joint Forest
Management UFAD and agro-
forestry, the ICFRE chief said
Karnataka is presently in
seventh position. “Of 38 lakh
fhectares of forests in
Karnataka, 8 [akh hectares —
about 21 % — is under JFM,
with 3,828 committees
managing the forests with the
invofvement of 2.72,800
families. Karnataka is behind
Maharashtra, Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh," he added.

that iRs 1520 crore is needed
for such renabilitation/-
reckamation of mines

‘TRAINING CENTRE IN B'IORE

Rahuguns said that [CKRE
had openedan sdvanced cen-
tre for mining rehabilitation.

in Bangalore to undertake a
systematic study on the top-
ic. It has been functioning
since October last vear. The
centre is equipped with five
staff members headed by an
IFS officer Healso said rain
ing is necessary for miners to
prevent thekind of degrada
tion that occurred in Bellary
‘Bahuguna scotcired media
veports that his organizatton
had okayed the proposal for
the eco-scnsitive
Ghats  region
‘There was no sich propos
al. They (activists) are spread-
inglies. We'd rather sugzest
a feasibility study on under-
ground mining. Betrer tuch-
nologies arenseded for them
to be sustainable. Open cast
mining will destroy the West-
ern Ghats and such mining
cannot be permitted.” he said.
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[image: image14.jpg]Forestry council okays mining in Western Ghats
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BANGALORE: The Tndian
Council of Forestry Research
and Faucarion (IGFRE) has
set up the Centre for Mining
Arca Rehabilitation (CMAR)
un the premises of the Inst:
tute of Wood Scrence and
Technology (IWST) 1o reckam
theland damaged ecologically
dve o mining

The institure sill be headed
by anIFS officer and at pres
et comprises four scientists
who will focus on recovering
the forest tand damaged due
o reckless mining,

DrVK Bahagona, Director
General of ICPRE, said that
the institute which started
funcrioning in October 201
had come up with a model
plan for mining in the State.
The plan will be submigzed to
the Central Emposered Com:
mittee (CEC), he said.

The model, which aims to
ensure sostamable develop-
mentin the Stae, wil be sub
mitted along with the report
mining 1n Chitradurga,

ing reports that
ad suggested open
castmining in Western Glats,

he said it hud only suggested
4 feasibility stody on under-
ground mining. Citng Stock-
ol example. the capital of
Sweden, he sandthe City stood
on an underground mine.

“Assteelssnecessary for the
country's development. we
suggested that a feasibiliry
siudy be conducted in the
Western Ghats, which has ricty
iron are reserves.” he added.

MCJoshi,director of IWST,
said CMAR was set up during
the Belary crisis, when scien
tists from TWST were a part
of the Environment Impact
Assessment (FIA) team in the
mining affected sreas. “After
the ELA study, ve felt the need
for GMAR and the available
Festnirces were used to scrup
the centre.

Joint forest management
Toensure shatirs contribarian
0 the counry in forestry re-
search, cducation and exten-
sion reached the people,
ICFRE has brought out a book
titled, Forestry 1n the service
of the nation; ICFRE techaolo
gies’.

‘The book, according 1

1
Babaguna, provides a compre- ’
hensive view of technofges |
developed by ICFRE and its
instirunons acrossthe counmy.
Itpresents an in-depth discus-
sion on rescarch and exten-
sion activities of the council
and its contribution t em
ronmental management,
Community participation
through joint forestry man-
agement (JFM) and agro
forestryand the role of ICFRE
has been highlighted in the
book.

To a query on Karoataka's
posiriun in Joint forest man:
agement,he said that abour 2
per cent of the State’s foresus}
are: covered under JFM i
27 Jakh famifes are involed
init. With o national averoge
of forest cover under TP bes
g 24 per cent 99 lakh fami-
liesare imvolved it he adided

He suid that the State vas
ranked seventh in terms o
achioying e objectivesot th
joint forest mangement pr
‘gramme, while Maharushiras
Tharkhand and Chhartisgas
were sunked frst secand
third respectivel
DH News Service
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