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Training in eco restoration of mine lands begins

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE
DeHRADUN, JuLy 25
A one-week short-term train-
ing programme in “Ecolog-
ical restoration of mine
lands” for officials of Bharat
Coking Coal Limited
(BCCL), Dhanbad, started at
the Forest Research Insti-
tute, Dehradun, today.
Inaugurating the training
programme, Dr SS Negi,
Director, FRI, hoped that the
training would be highly

beneficial to the participants.
“Whatever you learn from
this training will be applied
in the ecological restoration
of coalmine areas”, he point-
ed out, adding that the col-
laboration between the
BCCL and the FRI was the
beginning in this direction.
Dr Negi also assured all help
and guidance to the BCCL to
achieve this goal.
Welcoming the partici-
pants, Dr Laxmi Rawat,

Head, Ecology and Environ-
ment Division, FRI, dis-
closed that the division of
ecology and environment
had also been given the task
for developing model planta-
tion in one of the mines of
the BCCL.

Dr H B Vasistha, Course
Director, gave the overview
of course content. He said
the main objective of this
training programme was to
abreast the participants with

the measures taken in
restoration of coal mines,
particularly in the Jharia
mine areas, Jharkhand. He
said a road map for restora-
tion of coal mining of the
BCCL area had been pre-
pared by the FRI on request
of the BCCL, Dhanbad.

A total of 13 participants
from the BCCL, Dhanbad,
will be trained in this course.
Dr Mridula Negi proposed a
vote of thanks??.

TRAWING ROSKAMML O 65
ST

Dr SS Negi, Director, Forest Research Institute, speaks at
a training programme on the FRI campus in Dehradun
on Monday.
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‘Success of land restoration
depends on firm mindset’

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M DEHRADUN

Considering the fact that coal mining is
an activity which will have to be con-
tinued due to factors like demand for fuel,
it is necessary for the companies concerned
to adopt measures which ensure the facil-
itation of the ecological restoration of
landsd by mining, director of Forest
Research Institute (FRI) Sharad Singh
Negi said on Monday. Negi was speaking
at the inauguration of a week-long short-
term training programme on ecological
restoration of mined lands for the officials
and executives of the Bharat Coking Coal
Limited, Dhanbad (a subsidiary company
of Coal India Ltd) being conducted by the
Forest Ecology and Environment division
of the institute.

Addressing the gathering at the inau-
guration of the training programme, the FRT
director stated that considering present
needs, coal mining is an unstoppable activ-
ity; but the ecological damage caused by
mining can be repaired with modern tech-
niques and the right attitude of companies
concerned. Recalling his experience as a
member of the pollution control board in
Himachal Pradesh, Negi said that some sites
used in that State for limestone mining and
cement plants have been restored in such
away that it is hard to believe that the areas
were degraded by mining. The level of eco-
logical restoration of mined lands depends
on the mindset of the company involved
because different systems for achieving this
have already been developed.

While exhorting the division conduct-
ing the programme to provide maximum
exposure to the participants, Negi said that
the participants should not hesitate to seek
information about aspects other than those
covered in the programme. He said that the
forest ecology and environment division has
developed expertise in ecological restora-

FRI director SS Negi, Ecology and Environment
division head Lakshmi Rawat and course director HB
Vasistha at the inauguration of the week-long training

programme for BCCL officials Pioneer photo

tion of mined areas since it started work on
restoration of land degraded by limestone
mining in Mussoorie and subsequently .
developed different models for the ecolog-
ical restoration of lands degraded by min-
ing for uranium and coal.

The FRI is happy to work with the
BCCL for facilitating restoration of land
degraded by coal mining because this will
have a far reaching effect on both the envi-
ronment and coal mining.

Presenting an overview of the pro-
gramme, course director and senior scien-
tist of the Forest Ecology and Environment
Division, HB Vasistha said that the main
objective of this training programme is to
train participants in the latest measures
taken for restoration of coal mines partic-
ularly in the Jharia mine area in Jharkhand.
The division has already prepared a°
roadmap and submitted it to BCCL for
restoration of mined areas. The division is -
also developing model plantation in one of
the mines of BCCL. Earlier, the Ecology and
Environment division head Lakshmi Rawat
welcomed the participants on the occasion.
A total of 13 participants from BCCL
Dhanbad will be trained in this course.
Various divisional heads from FRI and sci-
entists were also present on the occasion. -
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