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TOUR TO STATE

Ranchi: The Director General of
Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education, VK
Bahuguna, IFS, will be on four-
day tour to Ranchi from May
31to June 3, 2012. Bahuguna is
also Secretary to the Government
of India. On the first day of the
tour, Bahuguna would lay
foundation stone of the IFP
Ranchi's Training, Education and
Extension Building and
Interpretation Centre for Lead
Garden at Lalgutwa. PNS
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Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education director general V K Bahuguna lays
foundation stone of a new building of Institute of Forest Productivity in Ranchi on Thursday
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[image: image11.jpg]_ Leed Garden, that
was formally inaugurated at
Lalgutwa, around 20km from
the city on Thursday

The ree, which is common

in the northern and southern

| paris of the country — where
it grows in places like Harid-
war and Karpataka — will

. make its maiden venture into

. Jharkhand courtesy the ef-

. fortsof Institute of Forest Pro-

' ductivity, an arm of Indian

Council of Forestry Research

and Education (ICFRE).
Speaking to reporters

later, VK. Bahuguna, chancel-

l UE TELEGRAPH : RANCHI :01-06-,

Ranchi’s healing garden

Saplings at Leed Garden on
Thursday. (Hardeep Singh)

lor of Dehradun-based Forest
Research Institute, who threw
the place open to residents ear-
lier, said that it was great
achievement for a state like

Jharkhand to have built a

herbal and medicinal park.

[ LLA-A 1A%

“The park, which is spread
over 15 acres, is probably the
biggest and first of its kind
in the eastern part of
the country,” the chancellor
said.

Bahuguna, who also laid
the foundation stone of the an
Interpretation Centre on the
occasion, said the garden
would be the window to the
cultivation of herbal and me-
dicinal planis.

Rameshwar Das, director
of Institute of Forest Produc-
tivity, added that the garden
had been funded entirely by
the Union ministry of forest
and environment.

“The garden will be home
to as many as 350 varieties of
herbs and plants. It has come
up at a cost of Rs471akh,” Das
said.

He added that they had
tried to maintain the hierar-
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chical pattern of herbs,
shrubs and trees while plant-
ing the saplings.

“The park has a as propa-
gation unit, mist chamber and
hardening shade, so it is well-
equipped. We will also focus
on constructing proper ap-
proach road to the premises
for the visitors and a small
field demonstration centre.”
Dassaid

Scientist and principal in-
vestigator Sanjay Singh, along
with his colleague S.N. Mishra
has developed the garden,
which will be open to resi-
dents for all academic and

demonstration purposes.

“Right from the Vedic peri-
od. the Rudraksha trees, found
primarily in south-east Asian
Islands of Java, Sumatra
and in Nepal, is known (o
have special medicinal prop-
erties.
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K Bahuguna, director gen-

! eral of the Indian Council
| of Forestry Research and
| Education (ICFRE) laid the
foundation stone for a training,
| education and extension build-
|ing and Interpretation Centre
for Lead Garden Institute of
Forest Productivity (IFP) at
Lalgutwa on Thursday.

He also inaugurated the
Lead Garden, established under
the Ministry of Environment

|rare and endangered plant
species of Chotanagpur region.
Bahuguna is on a four-day
| visit to various forestry research
institutions and forest areas in
" Jharkhand.

On  the occasion,
Bahuguna briefed about the
growth of forestry research,
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ICFRE DG lays
foundation stone of ...
ch annex

and Forest for conservation of

C

education and extension ir
the country and how the
ICFRE played the role of a ca h
alyst. He said that ICFRE has | Ba
been turning into a vib
institution, as a result of nu ™
ber of new initiatives and | ¢
achievements, amply support
ed by all sister institutions
The council has aligned its | f
focus and thrust areas on tech- | b
nical issues of forestry research, |
in the quest to address the larg

er challenges faced by the | Wh
forestry sector today. | has

Lauding the efforts of IFP | Cor
Ranchi, the DG said it has | and
emerged as a premier forestry | offi
research organisation through | wil

consistent efforts and hard | Bav
work of the scientists, foresters | Cor
and technicians work in its | erir
operational area of Bihar, | pre
Jharkhand, West Bengal and
Orissa. %
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Special nursery for rare & mea’lcmal plants sees the lzght of day

« Dr V K Bahuguna, director general of the Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Education, lays the foundation stone of
an information centre and extension building of the Institute of
Forest Productivity, at Lalgutwa Village in Ranchi on Thursday.
SANJOY DEY / HT PHOTO

RANCHI: More than 16 plant
species of medicinal value
from Eastern India are inch-
ing towards extinction.

To protect these endan-
gered and vulnerable
species, the Institute of
Forest Productivity (IFP), a
unit of the Indian Council of
Forestry Research and
Education, has set up a
Lead Garden (a kind of spe-

cialised nursery) on its cam-

pus in Lalgutwa, 15km from
Ranchi. The ministry of
environment and forest
(MoEF), government of

India, has provided an assis-

tance of 347 lakh for setting
up the Garden, which was
inaugurated on Thursday.

Dr VK Bahuguna, the
director general of the
ICFRE, who inaugurated the
Lead Garden, also laid the
foundation stone of an infor-
mation centre and extension
building of the IFP.

Sprawled over 15 acres of
land, the IFP has already set
up Aush Upvan, which houses
around 300 species of medici-
nal plants and a bamboo set
up with more than 50 species
as part of the Lead Garden.

"The Lead Garden will go
a long way in conservation of
rare and endangered plant
species in eastern India,”

Dr Sanjay m;h in-
charge of the Lead Garden
project, said the MoEF has
observed that several plant
species of medicinal and eco-
nomic value are inching
towards extinction. "So, we
have been given a project
called Lead Garden to con-
serve and preserve such
species,” Singh said.

He said they would collect

-plants such as Boswellia ser-

rata, gymnema sylvestre,
sterculia urens and abel-
moschus moschatus and
grow them in the garden.
"These trees are helpful in

sure and asthma,” Singh said

Singt 1 the garden is
equipped with basic facilities
for propagation, multiplica-
tion and management such
as propagation unit, mist
chamber and hardening
shade. An approach road and
a visitor path have been con-
structed along with a small
demonstration field.

He added the upcoming
information centre and train-
ing, education and extension
centre would help the insti-
tute reach out to the farmers
and make them understand
the need to promote cultiva-
tion and protection of such
trees in Jharkhand and
neighbouring states.





