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SA Envirohfhentalist VK Bahuguna

stresses utility of plants used by tribals for miracle cure

HT Co}respondent

m jam.live@hindustantimes.com

RANCHI; The Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Educ-
ation (ICFRE) and Institute of
Forest Productivity (IFP),
Ranchi, will conduct a joint
survey in the state to identify
medicinal plants used by
tribal people.

“Tribals have good knowledge
of medicinal plants and their util-
ity in curing diseases,” ICFRE
director-general Dr VK Bahu-
guna said, adding: “So, we have
decided to identify 10 to 12 plant

species used by tribal people.” .
Bahugunais ona four-day visit s
to Ranchi to evaluate research > ¢ : -
works conducted by IFP, Ranchi.  « VK Bahuguna, director-general of ICFRE (left), releases a book
He said that the plant species col- about Moringa oleifera Lam (drumstick tree) at a press
lected during the survey would conference in Ranchi on Saturday. DIWAKAR PRASAD/HT PHOTO
be examined th(;)roughly by the
scientists to find out theirbene-  quotient that heals several
fits and effect on human health  complicated diseases. F|.0RA UNDER lENS
as well as animals. .Bahuguna expressed his - 7
“If the study yields positive concerns over global warming The Indian Council of Forestry
results, ICFRE will deviseaplan ~ and climate change. “Scientists  Researchand Education

to develop such plants in forest

areas and add encourage farm-

are carrying out research
works on climate change. But

ers to cultivation of suchmedic-  one thing for sure, people have
inal plants. This will, moreover,  been affected owing to the pro-
boosttheir economic condition,”  longed stretches of summer
Dr Bahuguna said. £ and winter,” he said. He
JAsir(ﬁlar survey would also  also stressed the need for
be carried out in all the states  plantation and conservation

~ of the country. The surveywill  of wate ‘r kg{sggfagficﬁlf\gre
plant species with medici Dr Bahuguna met chief min-
Valigs, Thereafier, cientists st Ariun Mindaon Saturdn
would bring them under the * and discussed about Sever;ﬂ

lens to find out their magical

ICFRE projects Jharkhand.

and Institute of Forest
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SANTOSH NARAYAN @ KHUNTI

ndian Council of Forestry
Research and Education
(ICFRE) director general and
Forest Research Institute (FRI)
Chancellor VP Bahuguna
exhorted the community to
. develop connection with the

natural resources and support |

system provided for better
livelihood. The association, he
 said, was more significant and
necessary for those who are
vulnerable and deprived.
“How we can use the nat-
ural resources for our better-
ment is the whole thing. There
is enough with us to use in our
favour and the community
have shown the way to the oth-
ers. Besides utilising natural
resources, the community have
also managed fund for the
- purpose. Now we all have to
think how the forest land can
be utilised for the welfare of the

VK Bahuguna welcmed by local artists during his field visit at Khunti on Friday Pioneer photo

metres away from Ranchi, on
his visit on Friday. About 30
households of the village have
adopted the United Nations

community;,” Bahuguna said.
He was addressing a gath-

ering of villagers at Jiuri of

Khuti district, about 40 kilo-

Development Programme
(UNDP)-run biediversity con-
servation through community
based natural resources for
extensive lac cultivation. The
initiative has resulted in
revamping their economic con
dition considerably within
three years time.

“Production of rice was
very low here. People of this
village and around would
migrate to other places in
search of livelihood. Paddy
was the main cultivation here
before we adopted lac cultiva-
tion on the trees grown over
wasteland since 2009. We
received training from FRI
and also given the seeds. Now
when the money has started
flowing in migration has been
checked,” saidg a tribal villager
narrating the success story
that has spread like wildfire to
the neighbouring areas.

The programme aims at

improving sustainable liveli-
hood opportunities of rural
and tribal population of the
State through forestry based
interventions.

Bahuguna also interacted
with the people and got input
over various interventions under
the project including scientific
cultivation of lac and constitu-
tion of self help group and dis-
tribution and utilisation of seed
money. A number of successful
farmers came up with the stor-
age of enhanced income and
improvement in socio-economic
condition. He also met the
members of Jungle Bachao
Samiti at Bari village. The groups
are actively participating in pro-
tection of forest adjacent to
their villages by adhering to
strict community norms.

Bahuguna while talking
about the initiative taken by
ICERE said that study over
bio-diversity and socio-eco-

nomic condition in forest
fringe villages all over the
country was underway that
also press for protecting bio-
diversity and improvement of
sustainable Iivcliﬁood of forest
fringe villagers.

He also lauded IFP’s ini-
tiative in training and promo-
tion of scientific cultivation of
lac when he visited lac farm at
Bari village and Flamingia
semialata plantations by the
farmers at Dombari-Buru vil-
lage. Flamingia is new host
plant for lac cultivation which
can be raised in intensive
farming system and produc-
tion can be started within one
to two year in comparison to
long afestation period of tradi-
tional lac host trees like Palash,
Kusum, and Ber.

Bahuguna also visited his-
toric Gutuhatu village known
for Ulgulan declared by Birsa
Munda against the Britishers.
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Forest body to help market

“medicinal herbs for tribals

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

i Ranchi: The Indian Council
of Forest Research and Edu-
cation (ICFRE) will develop
medicinal plants in Jhark-
hand in a scientific way to
: help market them properly.
: This will help tribals who
use these plants to cure ill-
: ness and also for business
: purpose.
: ICFRE director V K Ba-
huguna said a research for
the same would begin soon.
Bahuguna was addressing a
pressconference hereon Sat-
urday. An autonomous body
of the Union forest and envi-
ronment ministry, the coun-
cil is an apex body in the na-
: tional forestry research
: system. It has been under-
. taking the holistic develop-
. ment of forestry research
- through need based plan-
. ning, promoting, conducting
~ and coordinating research,
education and extension
covering all aspects of for-
estry.

More than five to 10 spe-
cies of medicinal plants will
be studied under the pro-
gramme. It is a national re-
search programme that will
target several states, Bahu-
guna said. “We aim to help
tribals get more livelihood
opportunities by supporting
their endeavour with scien-
tific research and promo-
tion. The demand for medici-
nal plants is also growing,”
headded.

Bahuguna was in city to
lay the foundation stoxg of
Institute of Forest Prodyc.

tivity (IFP)'s training, edu-
\

Mahadeo Sen

5 4012
ison Blue, Ranchi

i

VK ahuguna addresses the media in Ranchi

-

cation and extension build-
ing and interpretation
centre forlead garden at [a].
gutwa here, Bahuguna, who
arrived here on May 31, was
on four-day visit to Various

forestry research incti
e ch institu-

o .
Tharkhang, - 2reas in
The ICFRE chief, who

took stock of the situation of
plantation by tribals during
his visit, said, “Technology
should be used to empower
tribal farmers. If tribals are
provided with superior
planting technology, it can
change their lives.”

The ICFRE has recently
launched innovative scheme
‘Direct to Customer’ for im-
mediate transfer of technol-
OgY on completion of a re-
search project for effective
transfer of technology devel-
oped by scientists.

Tribals living in forests
play a crucial role in its de-
velopment. Thereisaneedto
properly study the dynamics
of change and make plansac-
cordingly, he said adding
that forest development will
mitigate the impact of cli-
mate change.
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HARKHAND'S GREEN RESOURCES

DNA fingerprinting
of State’s medicinal
plants on the cards!

PNS m RANCHI extinction and piracy, the
senior Indian Forest officer

cople who are worried said they would take steps 1o
P 25eut eneticpiracyofcer: prevent any. s, of geneti
plant varieties  piracy and pu in efforts to pre-

lued plant varicties

tain medicin
of Jharkhand and their extinc- ~ serve
tion in the near future may on an all basis. “We will
heave a sigh of relief as the make a project and survey
Indian Council for Forestry would be condicted across the
Research and Edu country. We will also condct
(ICERE) may soon s DNA fingerprinting I required.
for a DNA fingerprinting There 1s an institute at
plants to save the natural trea-  Coimbatore that would do the
sure of the State. job,” Bahuguna said

“We have gathered infor The ICFRE DG, who vis
mation that Jharkhand already ited few villages i Khunti dis
has a good knowledge base of  trict on Friday, said that he was
medicinal plants. The tribal impressed with the way the
population and the peaple of  Ranchi-based Instity

‘ages.” sald Director General of o
ICFRE and Chancellor :{ ass
Forest Research Institute,
Dehradun, VK Bahuguna,
who was an a three day tour n
1o the State. happy

“We understand that there  adoptin,
isa need to conserve the med- fuwu'yx |
icinal plants not only jn  Rs 92,000 on hik 2.5 acres
Iharkhand but across the land by producing lac.
country. And therefore we are now!
will conduct a survey of the its by planti
usage of such plants and we
would try to assess the sce. said adding that the
fario concentrating on devel-  sclentists were
opment of the plants in large  out more
scale and their conservation,”  est sites

Bahuguna added, “Weare also trying to con.
Admitting to the fact that  verge forest and an::‘n
certain medicinal plants in areas for

India are under threat of







