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Forest Research Institute to observe
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Aganel of experts will discuss vari-
us issues related to biodiversity at
a programme to be organised in Forest
Research Institute (FRI) to commemo-
rate International Biodiversity Day on
May 22.

The Uttarakhand State Biodiversity
Board chairman Bhagat Singh Barfal said
while addressing a press conference
along with Chief Conservator of Forests
Jairaj on the eve of the International
Biodiversity Day:

Addressing the mediapersons Barfal
said that the health of any society
depends on the condition of Biodiversity.
Considering the increased exploitation
of environmental resources due to
increase in population, the internation-
al convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) was organised in Rio de Janeiro
in 1992 in which 192 nations including
India signed a treaty as a result of which
“May 22 every year has been commemo-
rated as International Biodiversity Day
since 1993.

In 2009, the nations which signed the
treaty decided to commemorate the year
2010 as international Biodiversity year
The efforts undertaken by various mem-
ber nations towards facilitating the preser-
vation and enrichment of Biodiversity will
be evaluated during this year, which
makes the International Biodiversity Day
this year all the more important.

The focus of efforts aimed at
Biodiversity preservation and enrich-
ment is on three points. Firstly, the
efforts are aimed at ensuring the preser-
vation of Biodiversity in addition to
which the focus is on facilitating the sus-
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mediapersons in Dehradun on Friday

tainable use of contents of Biodiversity
and towards ensuring the equitable
sharing of benefits of exploitation of
these resources.

In India the Union Environnfent and
Forests Ministry enacted the Biological
Diversity Act in 2002 and facilitated the
formation of National Biodiversity
Authority in the same year. Biodiversity
boards were formed in each State includ-
ing Uttarakhand under this Act, Under
this Act the State Government will
facilitate the formation of Biodiversjty
Management Committees in a tota) of
7,326 local authorities in Uttarakhand
which include 13 Zila Panchayat, 86
Urban Local Bodies and 7,227 Gram
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Panchayats.

Barfal informed that the
International Biodiversity Day function
organised jointly by the FRI and
Uttarakhand Council of Science and
Technology (UCOST) would feature a
panel discussion by experts on various
aspects of Biodiversity including flora,
insects, micro-organisms, agriculture
and domesticated animals.

State Chief Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal would preside over the func-
tion with State Agriculture minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat and vice-chair-
man of State Forest and Environment
Advisory Committee Anil Baluni as the
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