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ICFRE turns down proposal
to assess impact of dams

HT Correspondent
# dehraduniive@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: The Indian Couneil
of Forest Research and
Environment (ICFRE) has
declined the state government’s
proposal of carrying out an envi-
ronmental impact assessment
of Alaknanda and Bhagirathi
river basins for commissioning
power projects.

The ICFRE says that the
state government does not have
clarity on the scientific aspects
of the study, including the value
of the “eco-system” of these
river basins. Director general
ICFRE Dr VK Bahuguna said
that although the ICFRE has
accepled similar proposals ear-
lier; it is unable to accept the lat-
est one till the state government

develops clarity on what exactly
does it' want studied.

“Any decision on hydropower
potential and creation of hydro-
power projects in Uttarakhand
should not be based on vague
emotional arguments but on
verifiable scientific facts. A
considered view of govern-
ment and society is needed to
look at the issue scientifically
and taking into account the
overall socio-economic and
developmental needs of the
people of Uttarakhand,” said
VK Bahuguna while addressing
a conference of scientists and
other experts at ICFRI premises
on Saturday.

“ICFRE recently accepted the
state government's proposal for
environmental impact assess-
ment (EIA) of the Yamuna river

basin. However, till such time as
the state government has a clear
view on the scientific aspects
of hydropwer projects on the
Gangariver, ICFRE cannot con-
duct EIA on Bhagirathi and
Alaknanda river basins,” said
Bahuguna rejecting the pro-
posal sent by the Uttarakhand
hydropower corporation.

According to the director
general, the state government
must assess, through a consor-
tium of experts, the ‘eco-system
services’ being provided by the
rich forests and bio-diversity of
the state.

He advised the state govern-
ment to have symbiosis between
forest and non-forest area prac-
tices for better productivity of
agriculture and conservation
of forests.
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