	[image: image1.jpg]/ ‘Need fpr EIA

!J!M

Ashwani Maindola

AT

DEHRADUN: Although Uttarakhand
is one of the most chosen desti-
nations for adventure sports like
white water river rafting, its
impact on local environment can
be

A recent study conducted by
researchers Sashidhar Jha and
HB Vashistha of Forest Ecology
and Environment Division-Forest
Research Institute (FRI) here in
Dehradun, revealed that white
water river rafting in
Uttarakhand, on Kaudiyala to
Rishikesh route, needs an
Environmental Impact Asses-
sment (EIA) to know about its
impact on environment and socio-
economic status of the region.

The results of the study con-
cluded that despite the presence
of big rafting companies there,
the socio-economic conditions of
villagers was not good.

Absence of solid waste disposal
plan, location of toilet near the
submergence area of Ganga, reg-
ular camp fire causing man-ani-
mal conflict and declining tradi-
tional culture were some of the
adverse affects of rafting,

Further, the business was also
a cause of conflict among locals,
asonly fewyillagers got jobs while
many were left without any source
of income.

Moreover, no details are avail-
able about environmental rami-
fications of anthropogenic activ-
ities in eco-sensitive zones
between 36km long route from
Kaudiyala to Rishikesh, the study

says.
“We've visited camping sites

shik

along six villages on the route
including Kantrasen, Singthali,
Garsai and Atali. We spoke to
locals there through question-
naire. The survey was also fol-
lowed by informal and formal
meetings and group discussion
with stakeholders and villagers,”
told Sashidhar while talking with
Hindustan Times.

The region has no major hos-
pital for treatment, gross viola-
tion of environmental norms were
reported as toilets were con-
structed onriverbank sand which
is prohibited, there are also no
Anganwadis in villages. Hence,
there is an urgent need for envi-
ronment impact assessment for
the region, Sashidhar added.

Rafting is ahuge successin the
region with presence of big com-
panies but locals are not getting
benefit from the industry. The
Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) would provide
the localsthe opportunity toraise
their voice publicly and get the
share.

“EIA would help villagers in
getting employment, infrastruc-
ture, and would also generate rev-
enue for government,” the study
concludes adding that stress
should be upon making plan for
better arrangement in accordance
with the ecology. /







