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Aboul 100 experts. from
more than 30 countries
will attend the 24th session and
46th executive committee
nieeting of the International
Poplar Commission (IPC) at
the Forest Research Institute in
Dehradun from October 29 to
November 2. This high profile
event will bring together a
number of international stake-
holders, forest scientists,
researchers, tree growers,
processors and traders from
more than 30 countries to
address topical issues related to
the theme of improving lives
with poplars and willows, said
the Indian Council of Forestry
Regearch and Education
(ICFRE) director general VK
Bahuguna while addressing
media persons on Sunday.
Bahuguna said, “This is the
largest meeting on poplar and
willows in the world and host-
ing it here will benefit our sci-
entists, foresters, farmers,

The Pioneer, 29th October, 2012

Experts from 30 countries to part|C|pate at IPC meet

traders and industrialists. The
TPC promotes the study of the
scientific, technical, sucial and
economic aspects of poplar
and willow cultivation, facili-
tates the exchange of ideas
and material among research
workers, producers and users,
arranges joint research pro-
grammes and stimulates the
organisation of congresses and
study tours. Through these
activities, the IPC has had an
important role in the past 65
years in the development of

national forest sectors of many -

poplar and willow growing
countries,” he said.

Secretary of IPC, Food and
Agricuture Organisation,
Walter Kollert said that
Dehradun is an exceptional
venue for the IPC session
which takes place once in four
years because of the city’s his-
tory of conservation and
research, “India is among the
world leaders in agro forestry
and this session will help in fur-
ther encouraging and improv-

ing the sector related activities
in India,” he said.

FRI director PP Bhojvaid
said that the event will begin on
Monday with a meet of farm-

ers, members of the industrial * g

sector, scientists, officials of for-
est corporations, nursery own-
ers and others with abgout 70
farmers and 15 industries from
Uttarakhand also attending
this meet. About 60 research
papers from India will also be
presented during the session.

Poplar is important due to the
economic benefits it provides
to the growers in a short peri-
od, he added.

ICFRE deputy director
eneral (Research) Sandeep
Tripathi said that since being
introduced in India in the
1950s, research and develop-
ment through the council has
succeeded in establishing
poplar plantation in Vaishali
district in Bihar even though
the area is outside the range of

DG ICFRE VK Bahuguna addresses media persons in Dehradun on Sunday

the poplar.
DDG (Extension) Saibal
upta sald that ICERE is
working to ensure that the ben-
efit of research reaches forest
department, farmers, industry
and other stakeholders. DDG
(Education) Omkar Singh said
that poplar is popular because
it sells for Rs 2,500 to Rs 5,000
a quintal depending on the
trunk breadth.
‘The IPC session is being
attended by leading interna-

Pianger Photo

tional experts including Dr
Ian Mclvor from New Zealana
dn Professor Joris Van Acker
from Belgium among others,
Officials from FAO have also
reached to deliberate on the
issues along with scientists and
experts from Sweden, Canada,
China, New Zealand, Belgium,
Russia, Argentina, Uzbekistan,
Germany and United Kingdom
attending the meet.

India is a long-term mem-
ber of the IPC which was
founded in 1947 with a view to
supporting the reconstruction
of rural and industrial
economies. It became a statu-
tory body of FAO in 1959 and
has since increased its mem-
bership to 37 countries. For the
past 65 years, the IPC, through
National Poplar Commissions
and its working parties has pro-
vided a bridge linking research
of poplar and willow cultiva-
tion, conservation and utilisa-
tion with development policies,
planning and implementation
practices.
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Meet on poplar
cultivation at
FRI tomorrow

Amhontles of ICFRE and FRI addressing a press conference in

Dehradun on Sunday.

HT Correspondent
hidehradun@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN: International Poplar
Commission—an international
body of 37 member countries,
will organise its 24th session at
Forest Research Institute (FRI)
on Tuesday.

More than 100 experts from
25 countries are expected-to
participate in the meeting to
deliberate upon plantation of
poplar tree and their benefits.
The experts will also discuss
difficulties in poplar and willow
cultivation.

Director general of Indian
Council of Forestry Research
and Education (ICFRE), VK
Bahuguna, during an interac-
tion with mediapersons on
Sunday said, scientists and
other experts would deliber-
ate on ‘improving lives with
poplar and willows’. He said that
24th session of the committee
was being organised by Food
and Agriculture Organisation
of the UNO.

“Presentations and expert
deliberations onimproving live-
lihood of producers would take
off on Tuesday but it will be
preceded by an interactive ses-
sion with more than 80 farmers
who are engaged in poplar and

RISHI BAHUKHANDI/HT

willow cultivation across the
country on Monday,” he said.

“The meeting of IPC execu-
tive committee members with
the farmer will focus on learn-
ing the concerns and problems
faced by them in poplar and
willow cultivation and ways of
facilitating coordination for col-
laborative action. Later, experts
will answer to the queries of
poplar and willow cultivators,”
said Bahuguna.

Meeting will witness discus-
sions on poplar and willow dis-
eases, poplar and willow insect
pests, harvesting and usage of
poplar, their production sys-
tem, environmental applica-
tions, genetics, conservation
and improvement of poplar and
willow plantations.

Bahuguna further said that
the meeting will bring together
anumber of farmers, forest sci-
entists, researchers, tree grow-
ers, processors and traders on
one platform.

Interestingly, poplar and wil-
lows account for more than 95
million hectares of natural and
planted forests globally.

“These forest covers have
become significant in support-
ing communities, small holders,
farmers and companies to earn
livelihood,” said Bahuguna.
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Seminar on Poplar begins at FRI today

By OUR STAFF
REPORTER
DEHRADUN, 28 Oct:
“Improving Lives with Poplars
and Willows” — the 24th session
and 46th Executive Committee
Meeting of the International
Poplar Commission will take
place at Forest Research Institute
(Indian Council of Forest
Research and Education) from

29 October to 2 November.

DG, ICFRE, VK Bahuguan,
while addressing the media
today, revealed, “We are holding
an international meet which 37
countries that are members of
the Poplar Commission will
participate.”

He said that it would be of
great importance for the
scientists and a large number of

people would also benefit from
the scientific experiments cited.

The DG added that
Uttarakhand also had a sizable
area under forest and it was also
working for protection of its wild
life. At the meet, 150 delegates
from 35 countries would take
part. At the meet, delegates
would present strategy on how
to improve the life of farmers
who make their lives from poplar
plantations. 5

FRI Director PP Bhojvaid
revealed that over 70 farmers
from Haryana, Punjab, J&K,
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
other states, as well as fifteen
major industries that are
producing various products from
poplar, would attend the
seminar at FRL

N
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(VK Bahuguna, Director
“General, Indian Council of
'Porestry Research and Edu-
cation, along with PP Bhoj-
vaid,  Director, Forest
Reésearch Institute (FRI),
wday informed that elabo-
rate arrangements had been
made to host the 24th session
“tantd 46th executive commit-
tee meeting of the Interna-
tisnal Poplar Commission
on poplars and willows to be
held from October 30 to
~Nevember 2, 2012, here.
Interacting with mediaper-
sons, they said that the IPC
{“was a technical statutory
| body of the Food and Agri-
| culture Organisation of the
| United Nations (FAO). It
was founded in 1947 by nine
. Buropean countries and now
comprises 37 member coun-
tries in Northern Africa,
{ Asia, Europe and Latin
| Aierica, The IPC under-
takes to promote the study of
scientific, technical, social
and economic aspects of
poplar and willow cultiva-
tion to facilitate the
exchange of ideas and mate-
rial among research workers,
producers and users, to
arrange joint research pro-
grammes, and {o stimulate
the organisation of con-
gresses and study tours,
Through these activities,
the IPC has had an important

Tribune, Chandigarh, 29th October, 2012

Intl Poplar Commission session begins in Doon tomorrow

To be attended by 100 foreign delegates from 25 countries

The International Poplar Commission (IPC) is
a technical statutory body of the Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United
Nations (FAO). It was founded in 1947 by
nine European countries and now comprises
37 member-countries'in Northern Africa, Asia,
Europe and Latin America.

role in the past 65 years in
the development of national
forest sectors of many poplar
and willow-growing coun-
tries. Walter Kollert, Secre-
tary, IPC, FAO, was also
present during this curtain-
raiser event. All Deputy
Director Generals and Direc-
tor (International Coopera-
tion) from the Indian Coun-
cil of Forestry Research and
Education were present dur-
ing the event.

India is a long-term mem-
ber of the International
Poplar Commission, which
was founded in 1947 with a
view to supporting the
reconstruction of rural and
industrial economies. It
became a statutory body of
FAO in 1959 and has since
increased it's membership to
the current number of 37
countries. For the past 65
years, the IPC, through
National Poplar Commis-
sions and it's working par-
ties, has provided a bridge
linking research of poplar
and willow cultivation, con-
servation and utilisation with

development policies, plan-
ning and implementation
practices, The IPC through
it's member-countries has
also promoted the organisa-
tion of international confer-
ences and meetings com-
bined with field-study tours
on poplar and willow cul-
ture. In recent years India
has undergone a remarkable
economic transformation
and has become a significant
international player in sus-
tainable natural resource
management with the capac-
ity and capability to share
the knowledge and technol-
ogy through established net-
works around the world.
Poplars and willows are
two of the major fast-grow-
ing and short-rotation
species cultivated worldwide
which play critical roles in
rehabilitation of degraded
lands  (agriculture and
forestry), combating deserti-
fication, raw material supply
to industries and recreation.
Poplars and willows are pro-
viding wood and fibre for a
wide range of forest prod-

VK Bahuguna, Director General of ICFRE, and PP Bhojvaid, Director, FRI, at a press conference in
Dehradun on Sunday.

ucts (panel products, pulp
and paper and other prod-
ucts). Poplar is one of the
most important commercial
agroforestry species grown
in North India, and it's wood
is used for plywood, board,
matchstick and  paper,
besides more than 30 other
products. Willow is used for
making cricket bats, baskets
and furniture and other util-
ity articles. India has plant-
ed more than 300,000
hectares of poplar planta-
tions, many of which are
owned by smallholders and

farmers, and which have
become an important eco-
nomic factor in forestry,
agroforestry and agriculture
support in the country. These
trees supply valuable raw
material, enable the devel-
opment of a diversified
wood industry for plywood,
composite boards, matches,
paper and sports goods,
often in small-scale, family-
owned businesses, and cre-
ate numerous jobs, often for
women, in less-developed
rural areas.
Poplars

and  willows

account for more than 95
million hectares of natural
and planted forests globally.
They have become a signif-
icant forest resource that
supports communities,
smallholders, farmers and
companies towards socio-
economic development and
sustainable livelihoods in
many parts of the world, par-
ticularly in rural areas. India
is in fact a magnificent
example on how the cultiva-
tion of poplar trees can con-
tribute to sustainable liveli-
hoods, food security and

poverty alleviation. Since
long, poplars have been
favoured by Indian farmers
for their fast growth, easy
propagation, adaptation to
poor soils, easy cultivation
and for the broad range of
possible uses.

In Northern India, in the
Terrai regions and in middle
Himalayas, poplars and wil-
lows are grown as an impor-
tant agro-forestry crop.
About a million families are
linked to poplar and willows
in North India. With the
intervention of ICFRE, the

poplars have been success-
fully introduced in Vaishali
bistrict of Bihar. I

Previously, the 23rd Ses-
sion of the IPC was held in
Beijing, China, in 2008. The
24th session of Internation-
al Poplar Commission on
poplars and willows shall be
inaugurated by  Vijay
Bahuguna, Chief Minister of
Uttarakhand, on October 30.
The theme of this session
being held is “Improving
Lives with Poplars and Wil-
lows.” 14

To facilitate coordination
amongst the host institution
and FAQ, an IPC-FAO sec-
retariat has also been estab-
lished at ICFRE. The ses-
sion is being attended by

experts from India and

abroad, including about 100
foreign delegates from 25
countries which are engaged
in poplar and willow grow-
ing. Leading international
experts on poplar-based
industry, Ian Mclvor, New
Zealand, and Joris Van
Acker, Belgium, will be
present, besides experts
from the host country. Offi-
cials from FAO have also
reached to deliberate on the
issues. It is expected that
various  scientists and
experts from Sweden, Cana-
da, China, New Zealand,
Belgium, Russia, Argenti-
na, Uzbekistan, Germany,
United Kingdom shall be
attending the session.






