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Centre UK forestry panel ink pact

Forest Landscape Restoration

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

DEHRADUN, SEPTEMBER 14
The Union Government and
the United Kingdom
Forestry Commission
(UKFC) have signed a bipar-
tite agreement towards inte-
grating  the  practical
approach of the Forest Land-
‘)%ﬁpe Restoration to regain
‘ecological integrity and
enhance human well-being
in forested and degraded
landscape of India.

Dr V K Bahuguna, Direc-
tor-General, Indian Council
of Forestry -Research and
Education, today said here
the agreement was signed at
Edinburgh (the United King-
dom) on September 6. The
agreement was signed at the
UKFC, Edinburgh office by
Tim Rollinson, Director-
General, UKFC, Dr PJ Dilip
Kumar, Director-General
Forests and Special Secre-

tary, Union Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests, and Dr
VK Bahuguna, DG, ICFRE.

The collaborative project
will attempt to map assess-
ment of potential Forest
Landscape Restoration sites
in different states of India
and linking of other assess-
ment being carried out in
other countries under the
umbrella of Global Partner-
ship on Forest Landscape

carbon management.

Restoration (GPFLR),
founded by the UK.

The collaborative project
conceives a Stakeholders Par-
ticipatory Spatial Planning
and Learning Platform
(SPLP) draft and creation of
aNational Learning Network.

During its stay in the UK,
the Indian delegation also vis-
ited the Plan Vivo Foundation
and the Bio climate Centre,
Liberton, Edinburgh, which is
actively engaged in issues of

7
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PNS B DEHRADUN

The Forest Research Institute
will present documents in
the court to prove its ownership
of the Forest Rangers College
ground after the district admin-
istration decided to acquire
possession of this ground and
locked its gates.

Members of the public in
Dehradun are also against the
decision taken by the local
administration. Members of
Citizens For Green Doon
(CEGD) staged a protest at the
gates of this ground on Sunday
against the arbitrary acquisition
of the ground ordered by the
Dehradun District Magistrate.

It should be noted here that
some days ago the Dehradun
District Magistrate Sachin
Kurve ordered the acquisition
of the Forest Rangers College
ground by the State
Government on the grounds
that the institute had not
renewed the lease agreement
for this land which had expired
in 1997.

However, the FRI has
objected to this step stating that
the institute is not a leasehold-

er but the owner of this ground.

On Sunday, CFGD mem-
bers staged a protest at the gate
of the Rangers Ground against
the  step taken by
the administration.

Chief coordinator Nitin
Pandey said that the adminis-
tration acquired the ground
without giving any notice to the
ERI. This ground is a playing
field for both children and
adults and is surrounded by
trees.

The institute is in a posi-
tion to maintain the ground,'he
added. While the administra-
tion states that the 90 year ledse
on the ground expired in 1997,
the institute maintains that the
land was transferred to the
ownership of the institute’in
1962. When the administration
had questioned the institute’s
ownership of this ground in
1996, the court had ruled in
favour of FRI. 2

The institute which has
also expressed dissatisfaction at
the fact the administration
didn’t serve a notice before
acquiring the ground, will pre-
sent documents to prove it
ownership of this ground. /
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he Forest Research Institute

would file a writ petition in
the Uttarakhand High Court to
challenge the decision of the
Dehradun district administra-
tion to acquire the Forest
Rangers College Ground.

«In addition to this, the
institute would also filea case in
the sessions court against the
Dehradun District Magistrate
for contempt of court regarding
demolition of the Forest
Rangers College boundary wall
for road widening after the
court ruled in favour of the FRI
in a case filed on this issue few
months ago, said the institute
director Sharad Singh Negi.

It will be recalled here that
in the recent past the Dehradun
District Magistrate Sachin
Kurve ordﬂedg the acquisition of

RUTHS

the Forest Rangers College
ground by the State
Government on the grounds
that the institute had not
renewed the lease agreement for
the land which had expired
in 1997.

However, the FRI director
has stressed that the ground was
on lease to the institute from
1880 to 1907 after which its
ownership was transferred to
the FRI. Even municipal records
prove that the ground is owned
by the FRL.

Negi said that after receiv-
ing permission from the Union
Government, the institute is
now filing a writ petition in the
Uttarakhand High Court to
challenge the decision of the dis-
trict administration and to pro-

cure a stay on the acquisition of
the Rangers' Ground by the
State. In another related devel-
opment the session court has
ruled in favour of FRI in a case
filed after the district adminis-
tration facilitated demolition
of the boundary wall of the
Forest Rangers College and
axed a clump of century old
bamboo for facilitating the
expansion of the Lansdowne
Chowk.

According to Negi, the
court has ruled that the
district administration acted
wrongly by demolishing
the boundary wall of the
college and using part of its
campus for expansion of |
the intersection. Following this
decision, the FRI is also filing a
contempt of court case against;
the Dehradun DM in thi
session court. o
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DEHRADUN, SEPTEMBER 22
The Forest Research Institute
today came out openly in
support of its claim over the
Rangers College ground that
is being disputed by the dis-
trict administration here as
the state government’s prop-
erty, citing the end of the
lease period with the institute
as the reason behind the
acquisition of the ground.
Strengthening the FRI's
claim over the Cross Road-
situated Rangers College
ground, Director, FRI, Dr SS

& The ground belongs
to the FRI and the
district administration

is creating unnecessary
confusion. We will take
up the matter in
courtyy

| — Dr SS Negi, Director, FRI

. Negi today accused the
Dehradun administration of
being poorly informed about
the ownership of the ground.

“After the end of the FRI's
initial lease period from 1880
t0 1907, the Rangers College

Lbe Dubine

=

,2373 Seft, 201

FRI to sue dis

admn in HC

A view of the Rangers College ground that has been taken
over by the district administration. A Tribune photograph

the Nainital High Court.

ground ownership was
transferred to the FRI, which
has been confirmed from the
municipal records”, Negi
said. He also held that Mili-
tary Hospital, Dehradun, had
given the Rangers College
ground on lease to the FRI
and the District Dehradun
administration was nowhere
in the picture.

The Director, FRI, said after
taking permission from the
Union Environment and
Forests Ministry, they would
challenge the district admin-
istration’s wrong claim over
Rangers College ground with

“The ground property
belongs to the FRI and the
district administration was
creating unnecessary confu-
sion. We will take up the mat-
ter with the court”, he added.

The FRI and the Dehradun
district administration came
at loggerheads a week back
when the administration
ordered for the acquisition of
the college ground asserting
that the institute had not
renewed its lease agreement
for the ground which expired
in 1997.

Jh Fibum
,?3T3&}=J b

=’:

Continued on page 2 /

FRI to sue dist admn in HC

From page 1

The district administration
also held that the entire
amount earned by the
authorities of the college
ground in the past 14 years
will be recovered from the

institute. The administra-
tion also put up a small
notice board on the gate of
the ground opening to
the road saying, “The
property belongs to the
state government”.

The Green activists of the
Citizens For Green Doon
(CFGD) had also staged a
protest at the gate of this
ground some days back
resenting the acquisition.
The protesters had appre-

hended that the state gov-
ernment would promptly
change the land use of the
property and convert this
open space in the heart of
the town to another con-
crete jungle.
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Jitendra Chaudhary, Minister for Rural Development, Tripura (extreme right), has a

look at bambT: items manufactured at the Forest Research Institute, Dehradun,

22191y

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE
bR ot

DEHRADUN, SEPT 21

Tripura Rural Development
Minister Jitendra Chaudhary
today visited the Forest Prod-
ucts Division at the Forest
Research Institute,
Dehradun.

The minister was famil-
iarised with different devel-
opment work on bamboo
products being carried out
by the Forest Products Divi-
sion. He appreciated the
forestry research works

- undertaken by the FRI.

Dr Vimal Kothiyal, Head,

Forest Products Division,

explained the works carried
out by the division on treat-
ed bamboo huts and how
treatment could increase the
life of bamboo houses in vil-
lages. Different technologies
on chemical aspects related
to bamboo huts were also
explained. D P Khali, scien-
tist, explained about the bam-
boo and other weed-based
panel products.

A plant for manufacture of
these products will be set up
at Tripura with technical
guidance of the FRI. The
minister visited the Division
of Genetics and Tree Propa-
gation also and saw various

tree improvement pro-
grammes in various tree
species.

He was shown the latest
DNA finger printing tech-
niques and other applications
in the forestry sector, Dr HS
Ginwal, Head, Genetics and
Tree Propagation Division,
explained various pro-
grammes of genetics and tree
improvement to the minister.

The minister was accompa-
nied with VK Bahuguna,
Director General, Indian
Council of Forestry Research
and Education, and Dr SS
Negi, Director, FRI,
Dehradun. /i

“The ™ hune 221a]u
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I Dehradun, Sept 21 (HTNS) :
Forest Pathology Division of Forest Research Institute, Dehradun has organized-a
National Seminar on Sept 22 and 23 on the Recent Advances in Fungal Biotechnol-
ogy. The Seminar will inaugurated by the:Chief Guest Jitendra Chaudhury, Minister
In-charge, Department of Industries & Commerce; Rural Development & Forest, Gov-
_émment of Tripura & the Guest of Honour will be Dr. VK. Bahuguna, DG, ICFRE, -
Dehradun. Research papers will be presented by the Scientists, Researches, Profes-
sors and Research Scholars participating in the seminar from all over the country.
The lead speaker of the first session will be Dr. J. Kumar, Dean, GB Pant University
‘and in the last session special lecture will be delivered by Prof. T. Satyanarayan, Delhi -
University, New Delhi. The National Seminar is divided into five sessions namely
Fungal Genomics, Fungal Biodiversity, Biological Control, Biofertilizer and
Bioremediation. The different sessions of the seminar will be chaired by leading
scientists of the country like Dr. AN. Shukla, Dr. R.K. Verma, Dr. R.K. Jain, Br. H.S.
Ginwal, Dr. Veena Pandey etc. The last session will be chaired by Dr. S.S: Negi,
Director, FRE along with Dr. N.S.K. Harsh, Head, Forest Pathology-Divisions, FRI,
Dehradun and Chairpersons of difference sessions to finalize the recommendations
& suggestions of the seminar. The seminar will be concluded by the Vote of Thanks
from the organizing Secretary Dr. Amit Pandey.
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Ist - Meeting of “ICFRE
THINK TANK” today

Dehradun, Sept 22 (HTNS) =
In the current changing social and economic milien there is an urgent need to
reorient Forestry Research to focus oneconomic and environmental wellbeing of-
the country for scientifically managing forest resources, and as well as to ad-
dress livelihood issues of forest dependent Communities.

This necessitates. greater impetus on application of forestry science to improve
productivity of forest through Forest Genetic Resources Management, and NWFP
(Non Wood Forest Products), Climate Change, Water Hydrology to ensure sustain-
able use of forest resources by involvemeiit of local communities. There is also dire
need to evolve efficient extension mechanism to disseminate the research finding
to user communities.

To address these issues, Dr V.K Bahuguna, Director General ICFRE has consti-
tuted a “Think Tank’ consisting of eminent Scientists and Officials to evolve inno-
vative ideas for setting research priorities of the Council. To assist this endeavour,
DG. ICFRE has also formulated ‘Knowledge Pool’ and ‘Ginger Group’, with an idea
to bring ‘innovative ideas’ and ‘out of box solutions’ for solving the contemporary
problems of Forest Management in the country, to improve Cross- Communication
between different research stakeholders and to develop appropriate;strategies for
technology transfer to the user group. ’ : i

To achieve the aforementioned Objective and to put in place an implementation’
framework the first meeting of ‘Knowledge Pool’ is being convened by ICFRE in the
Board Room of FRI on Sept 23, where in eminent Scientist/ Foresters from Govern-
ment of India and different State Forest Department, members of ‘Knowledge Pool’
and ‘Ginger Group’ and Officials and Sciéntists of ICFRE/ FRI would participate. Dr
V.K Bahuguna, D.G ICFRE would detail out the Objectives and expectations from
the one day meet of “Think Tank’. The participants would deliberate upon the new
research priorities designed by ICFRE. The recommendations of the meet would be
highly useful in devising and setting the research priorities of ICFRE to meet the
needs and expectations of the user groups in a meaningful manner.
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