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 The ICFRE – Institute of Forest Biodiversity (ICFRE-IFB), Hyderabad, organized a 

Tree Growers Mela (TGM) on 26th September 2025 under the theme “Sustainable 

Utilization of Biodiversity.” The mela provided an integrative platform for farmers, 

scientists, industries, and other government organizations, aiming to deliver forestry 

research insights and market inputs to tree growers to boost productivity and farm income 

through the sustainable use of biodiversity. Around 151 tree growers related stakeholders 

were present during the TGM.  

Different Government & non-government organizations such as ICFRE-Institute of 

Forest Biodiversity, Hyderabad, ICFRE-Coastal Ecosystem Centre, Visakhapatnam, 

ICFRE-Institute of Wood Science & Technology, Bengaluru, and several other 

institutions participated in the event, including the Telangana State Medicinal Plant 

Board, Forest College and Research Institute, Mulugu, Professor Jayashankar Telangana 

Agricultural University, CSIR-Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants, 

Research Centre, Hyderabad, Girijan Co-operative Corporation Limited, Telangana and 

various NGOs have been participated. They presented their technologies and products via 

exhibition stalls provided by institute related to Biodiversity conservation and its 

sustainable utilization.  

The programme was inaugurated by all dignitaries with lighting the lamp.            

Dr. Pankaj Singh, Scientist‑D & Head Extension, outlined the objectives of the Tree 

Growers’ Mela and its theme, explaining how the institute’s research and technologies 

would be extended to various stakeholders such as farmers and relevant government 

departments to provide them with enriched opportunities and to raise awareness about 

innovations in NTFPs and related areas. 

Shri E. Venkat Reddy, IFS and Director of ICFRE‑IFB, Hyderabad, welcomed 

all the guests, dignitaries, scientists, farmers, NGO representatives, CSIR, state medicinal 

plant boards, university officials, healthcare personnel, police, and other staff. He also 

extended a warm welcome to the ICFRE institutions and various other organizations 

participating in the Tree Growers Mela, showcasing the stalls provided by the institute 

that focus on biodiversity conservation and its sustainable utilization. Moreover, he 

advised all stakeholders to utilize this significant opportunity.   
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Dr. S. Pattanaik, Scientist-G & GCR, provided a concise introduction to the 

Institute of Forest Biodiversity and ICFRE, outlining its research initiatives, extension 

activities through AICRPs, consultancy projects, and the range of forestry technologies 

developed by the organization. He emphasized that the institute’s mandate is the 

conservation and sustainable utilization of forest resources, to improve rural livelihoods. 

He also outlined about the trials of Red Sanders, Casuarina, tamarind, and neem to benefit 

the farmers.  He informed about the non-destructive ERT technology for estimating 

heartwood content, and the use of biofertilizers to boost productivity in Red Sanders. He 

announced the issuance of Forest Soil Health Cards in Telangana and Odisha, and 

explained that technologies developed by IFB and ICFRE will be disseminated to farmers 

through its VVK Centers in Mulugu (Telangana) and Jharsuguda (Odisha). Further, he 

invited the farmers and guests to visit the institute’s exhibition stalls to learn more. 

In continuation to the programme, the institute released the extension pamphlets in 

local language for proper dissemination of the research outcome to the locals.                        

Consequential release of pamphlets, Dr. Sudhir Kumar, Deputy Director 

General (Extension), ICFRE, extended a warm welcome on behalf of ICFRE to the 

guests and farmers, acknowledging their dedication in attending the event despite 

inclement weather condition and heavy rain. He emphasized that although the institution 

operates within limited resources and outreach capacity, it remains committed to 

delivering its research outcomes to end users. He also highlighted India’s active 

participation in international efforts & agencies dedicated to biodiversity conservation. He 

further informed that ICFRE and its regional institute, IFB Hyderabad, remain accessible 

to all farmers, offering technologies & solutions related to land degradation, non-timber 

forest products (NTFPs), nursery techniques, and more. 

Dr. G. Chandrashekar Reddy, IFS (Retd.), Telangana State Chief Information 

Commissioner & Chief Guest of the program has shared his vast experience in the field 

of Forestry and Biodiversity Conservation. He appreciated the organization for organizing 

such a tree growers’ mela on the theme of Sustainable Utilization of Biodiversity. He 

went in the audience area and actively interacted with all stakeholders to sensitized about 

the program objective. He also addressed the various issues which were raised by the 

stakeholders marketing aspect especially in Red Sanders and Sandalwood trees.    
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He addressed their queries, provided detailed explanations, and shared insights 

from his extensive field experience. He encouraged farmers to cultivate forest tree species 

that are native to the region & economically important.  

 Following the interaction, a presentation on the institute's activities was 

showcased, and participants were invited to visit the exhibition stalls to learn more about 

the showcased technologies, particularly those supporting the sustainable utilization of 

biodiversity and natural resources. All dignitaries were visited each stall and interacted 

with the stall member to know about their technologies. A Panel chosen from the farmers 

have evaluated each stall based on the theme.  

The event concluded with the distribution of appreciation gifts to institute stalls that 

effectively demonstrated their contributions.  

Shri Sandeep Pratty, IFS, Head of Office, expressed gratitude to all the farmers, 

officials, and staff for their efforts in successfully organizing the Tree Growers Mela and 

closed the session. 
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Photo-1: Inaguration of the TGM by the Chief Guest,                     

Dr. G. Chandrashekar Reddy, IFS (Retd.), Telangana State Chief 

Information Commissioner  

 

Photo-2: Inaguration of the TGM by the Guest of Honour, Dr. 

Sudhir Kumar, Deputy Director General (Extension), ICFRE, 

Dehradun  

 

Photo-3: Inaguration of the TGM by the Shri E. Venkat Reddy, IFS, 

Director, ICFRE–IFB 

 

Photo-4: Inaguration of the TGM by the Dr. S. Pattanaik, 

Scientist-G & GCR, ICFRE-IFB 

 

Photo-5: ICFRE-IFB honoring the Chief Guest  

 

Photo-6: TGM dignitaries 
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Photo-7: Dr. G. Chandrashekar Reddy, IFS (Retd.), Chief Guest 

during his address 

 

Photo-8: Dr. Sudhir Kumar, DDG (Extension), ICFRE, 

Dehradun, Guest of Honour, during his address 

 

Photo-9: Shri E. Venkat Reddy, IFS, Director, ICFRE–IFB during 

his address 

 

Photo-10: Dr. S. Pattanaik, Scientist-G & GCR, ICFRE-IFB 

during his address 

 

Photo-11: Dr. Pankaj Singh, Scientist-D & Head Extension, ICFRE-

IFB during his address 

 

Photo-12: Chief Guest and dignitaries released the ICFRE-IFB-

Extension Materials in Local languages  
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Photo-13: Inauguration of Exhibition stalls by Chief Guest and 

dignitaries 

 

Photo-14: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting ICFRE-IFB 

Exhibition stall 

 

Photo-15: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting ICFRE-IFB 

Exhibition stall 

 

Photo-16: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting PJTSAU 

Exhibition stall  

 

Photo-17: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting FCRI Exhibition stall 

 

Photo-18: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting CSIR-CIMAP 

Exhibition stall 
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Photo-19: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting Organic Farmer 

Exhibition stall 

 

Photo-20: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting ICFRE-CEC 

Exhibition stall 

 

Photo-21: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting TGMPB Exhibition 

stall 

 

Photo-22: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting Living Water Aqua 

Solutions Exhibition stall 

 

Photo-23: Chief Guest and dignitaries visiting Shree Natural Honey 

Exhibition stall 

 

Photo-24: Participants visiting Exhibition stall in TGM 
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Photo-25: Registration of Participants 

 

Photo-26: TGM- Participants 

 

Photo-27: TGM- Participants 

 

Photo-28: TGM- Participants 

 

Photo-29: TGM- Participants 

 

Photo-30: TGM- Participants 
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Photo-31: Chief Guest interaction with Tree growers in TGM 

 

Photo-32: Director, ICFRE-IFB interaction with Tree growers in 

TGM 

 

Photo-33: Tree growers interaction in TGM 

 

Photo-34: Tree growers interaction in TGM 

 

Photo-35: Tree growers interaction in TGM 

 

Photo-36: Tree growers interaction in TGM 
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Photo-37: ICFRE-IFB honoring the Chief Guest 

 

Photo-38: ICFRE-IFB honoring the Guest of Honour 

 

        Photo-39: ICFRE-IFB, Hyderabad received First Prize for Best Stall 

 

Photo-40: CIMAP, Hyderabad received Second Prize for Best 

Stall in TGM 

 

Photo-41: TGMPB, Hyderabad received Third Prize for Best Stall in 

TGM 

 

Photo-42: Vote of thanks by Shri Sandeep Pratty, IFS, HoO,  

ICFRE-IFB, Hyderabad 
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Photo-43: TGM-Media Coverage 

 

Photo-44: TGM-Media Coverage 

 

Photo-45: TGM-Media Coverage  

Photo-46: TGM-Media Coverage 

 

 

 


