Extension Division
ICFRE-Forest Research Institute, Dehradun
Training programme

“Cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants”
[27 — 29 October, 2025]

The Extension Division, ICFRE — Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, conducted a three-day
training programme on “Cultivation and Utilization of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants” from 27th to
29th October, 2025 at Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK), Dhakrani, in Dehradun district of Uttarakhand.
The training was organized for farmers and other stakeholders associated with medicinal and aromatic
plant cultivation.

The programme was inaugurated on 27th October, 2025. During the inaugural session, the team from
the Extension Division, Forest Research Institute, Dehradun, welcomed all the subject experts and
participants, delivered introductory remarks, and provided an overview of the training schedule and
objectives.

During the three days, participants received technical knowledge on various aspects of medicinal and
aromatic plants through lectures and field visits. The key focus areas included:

e Medicinal and aromatic plant-based agroforestry for income generation
e Potential of medicinal and aromatic plants in Uttarakhand

o Cultivation and utilization of medicinal and edible mushrooms

e Soil suitability for the cultivation of medicinal and aromatic plants

e Medicinal value of wild edible plants and fruits

e Agronomy of important medicinal and aromatic plant species

e Role of Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs) in the collection and marketing of produce
and products

e Seed and nursery technologies for quality planting material
o Preparation and use of mycorrhiza-based biofertilizers to enhance productivity

A field visit to the Centre for Aromatic Plants (CAP), Selaqui, Dehradun district, was also organized.
During the visit, subject experts from the Centre provided live demonstrations and explained the
cultivation practices of various aromatic plants such as lemongrass, citronella, tulsi, khus (vetiver),
bela, juhi, rose, bacha, nagarmotha, jwaran kusa, bhangira, stevia, mint, agar, and others. Participants
also visited the distillation units of the Centre and learned about the essential oil extraction process.

In addition, participants visited the farm of Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Dhakrani, where they observed
improved varieties of amla planted along the farm boundary in the fruiting stage.



The training concluded on 29th October, 2025, with the collection of participants’ feedback and
distribution of participation certificates. A total of 35 participants successfully completed the training
programme.

The event was organized under the overall guidance of Ms. Richa Misra, IFS, Head, Extension
Division. The programme was successfully implemented through the dedicated efforts of team
members including Dr. Charan Singh, Shri Rambir Singh, and Shri Lokinder Sharma (Scientists),
along with Shri Naveen Chauhan (Technical Assistant) and Shri Pushkar Singh (Technician). The
active cooperation of Dr. A. K. Sharma, Professor and Officer-in-Charge, Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Dhakrani, and his team contributed significantly to the smooth execution and success of the
programme.
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